Baclofen toxicity in an 8-year-old with an intrathecal baclofen pump.
Baclofen delivered by intrathecal pumps (ITB) is increasingly being utilized in the pediatric population, however, resources and education to support problems with these devices are limited. Typical management strategies for systemic baclofen overdose include removal of baclofen from the device reservoir or removal of cerebrospinal fluid from the adjacent device catheter. Appropriate care of these patients requires awareness of the clinical patterns of toxicity and mechanics of the ITB pump delivery system. This report describes the clinical presentation, unfamiliar dilemmas, and the management of a pediatric patient with intrathecal baclofen toxicity, noting problems that may arise in the care of these patients.